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Unique and Distinctive Acquisitions to New College Library in 2023 
 
‘Reformation Cardinal: Reginald Pole in Sixteenth-

https://catholicherald.co.uk/cardinal-pole-a-scholar-and-subtle-diplomat/
https://catholicherald.co.uk/cardinal-pole-a-scholar-and-subtle-diplomat/
http://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/48362
http://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/48362
http://www.new.ox.ac.uk/reformation-cardinal
http://www.new.ox.ac.uk/reformation-cardinal-book
http://www.lambethpalacelibrary.info/reformation-cardinal/reformation-cardinal-digital-exhibitions/
http://www.lambethpalacelibrary.info/reformation-cardinal/reformation-cardinal-digital-exhibitions/
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Cardinal Pole, then, left us extraordinarily fine books over 460 years ago. However, the 
library’s ongoing collection development activity ensures we do not simply rest on our laurels, and 
2023 has also seen us procure important antiquarian items which speak to other times of religious 
and political conflict. Chief among these is a rare copy in generally fine condition of An Answere to 
Maister Juelles Chalenge (1564) by New College Jesuit theologian Thomas Harding (1516–1572), 
sometime regius professor of Hebrew at Oxford. Printed in Louvain whither Harding (and other 
Catholic New College fellows) had fled for refuge following the accession of Elizabeth I, this book 
is a famous, skilful rejoinder to reformer John Jewel’s laying down of a gauntlet in a sermon Jewel 
had preached on 26 November 1559. In that sermon 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/12264
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Charges of forced pragmatism might be levelled at both Harding and Jewel. To some 
extent they may have flipflopped between avowals of both Catholic obedience and Protestant 
persuasion partly in order to survive the turmoil of their times and the rollercoaster of religious 
change that stemmed from the personal and dynastic ambitions of Henry VIII, and the religion 
and politics of his children who succeeded him as monarch. What then might be said of George 
Bate (1608–1668), who achieved the extraordinary feat of being chief physician successively to 
Charles I, Oliver Cromwell, and Charles II? Bate matriculated as a college clerk at New College on 
20 February 1624, and went on to become one of the original fellows of the Royal Society. The 
library has acquired a copy of Bate’s Elenchus Motuum nuperorum in Anglia (1649), a defence of 
Charles I during the Civil War period written in Latin, and published under 
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by another clergyman scholar James Parsons (1762–1847). Holmes published annual accounts of 
his progress, which included summary information on his expenses and subscriptions received, as 
well as appeals to donors to fund his undertaking. The library has acquired the sixth of these 
accounts, recording in 1794 subscriptions received by, among others, the University of Oxford 
(for £40), New College (£10 10s.), and the warden of New College (£3 3s.).8 

Other eighteenth-century books acquired include those by poet and writer Edward Young 
(1683–1765). Young is remembered now largely for his philosophical, elegiac long poem Night 
Thoughts (1742–5). It was immensely popular in its day, and later renowned as a vehicle for William 
Blake’s famed illustrations in a 1797 edition, one of the finest illustrated books of that
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As in recent years we have acquired a range of literary texts too by important fiction writers 
and poets associated with the college. These include a significant first-edition copy, complete with 
dustjacket, of a collection of seven short stories The Soul of a Suffragette (1913) by New College 
philosophy fellow and tutor W. L. Courtney (1850–1928); the title story provides an approbatory 
portrayal of a bomb-throwing suffragette. Our copy contains a tipped-in autograph signed letter 
from Courtney to a friend of his in hospital, suggesting books for him to read.15 
 

 
 

New College Library, Oxford, NC/COU 

 
Our developing collection of materials relating to our alumnus the novelist John Fowles 

(1926–2005) have been enhanced this year notably by a superb Suntup Editions lettered copy of 
his masterpiece The Magus, in an exquisite, limited edition of 26 copies. It is printed offset on 
Mohawk Via Vellum paper, handbound (in Massachusetts), and housed in a beautiful clamshell 
cloth-covered enclosure.16 Another famous New College novelist and writer D. M. Thomas (1935–
2023), very versatile in output, died on 26 March this year, leaving a huge body of published work. 
Where Fowles’s close association with the West Country derives largely from Lyme Regis in 
Dorset, where he lived for much of his life and whose harbour wall the Cobb provides an iconic 

 
15 W. L. Courtney, The Soul of a Suffragette and Other Stories (London: Chapman and Hall, 1913), New College Library, 
Oxford, NC/COU. Courtney was the subject of a recent New College Note by our distinguished New College fellow 
and Goldsmiths’ Professor of English Literature, the late Laura Marcus (1956–2021): ‘William Courtney and ‘the 
Woman Question’’, New College Notes 16 (2020), no. 6. Laura’s book Rhythmical Subjects: The Measures of the Modern was 
published posthumously in November 2023 by Oxford University Press. 
16 John Fowles, The Magus: A Revised Version, foreword by the author; introduction by Christopher Priest; afterword 
by Eileen Warburton; illustrations by Marc Burckhardt (Irvine, Calif.: Suntup Editions, 2023), BT3.18.11. John Fowles 
is the focus of another article appearing in this issue of New College Notes: Christopher Skelton-Foord, ‘Collecting’, New 
College Notes 20 (2023), no. 8. 

/node/2149
/node/2149
/collecting




Acquisitions 2023 

New College Notes 20 (2023), no. 10 
ISSN 2517-6935 

10 

Lord David Cecil (1902–1986), sometime fellow, tutor, and Goldsmiths’ Professor of 


