


Luther’s Biblia Sacra of 1529

4. Change the balance between physical and psychological expressions of Greek ethical
and emotional language.

New College Library, Oxford, BT1.22.12, Prima Epistola lohannis, f. XCVI

How then do we see formation of a new and distinctive but not revolutionary Latin in
action in 1 John 2:1-11? It opens with an unusual word, tekvia (teknia, ‘little children’) which is
only used nine times in the New Testament, all in the vocative plural, and mainly in 1 John (seven
times, with one more at John 13:33, and another at Galatians 4:19). This is an unnecessary
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