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Window-Mounted Cancels?: More Questions Than Answers 
 

 
 

Palæographia Græca (1708), B3 display Bk6874, and Bibliotheca Coisliniana, olim Segueriana (1715), N10 Bk6875 
�7�K�H���)�H�O�O�R�Z�V�·���/�L�E�U�D�U�\�����:�L�Q�F�K�H�V�W�H�U���&�R�O�O�H�J�H 
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Throughout the volume there are holes both in the margins and within the text area, with loss of 
text, and there is evidence of abrasion; some sheets have been repaired (occasionally clumsily). 
 

  
 

Bibliotheca Coisliniana, marginal holes 
 

Bibliotheca Coisliniana, repair 
 

Some repairs can only have been carried out 
prior to binding (at least one repair is in the inner 
gutter); and others appear to be what Joseph 
Moxon in Mechanick Exercises on the Whole Art of 
Printing �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �¶torn, wrinckled, stained and 
otherwise naughty 
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to be found misplaced between 5X1 and 5X2. This oversight on the part of the collator or binder 
means that the cancellandum has been preserved in its original position.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bibliotheca Coisliniana, p. 431 
 

Bibliotheca Coisliniana, p. 432 
 
What was originally a leaf recording variant readings in two columns was cancelled to be replaced 
by a leaf recording only a selection of those variants but presented with short explanations. The 
subsequent pages revert to the simple columnar lay-out. The reasons for cancelling only a part of 
this information are obscure. 

What is most idiosyncratic about the Winchester volume is that there are seventeen leaves 
where the text area has been very neatly cut out, 
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Bibliotheca Coisliniana, p. 157 
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Bibliotheca Coisliniana, p. 369 
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Bibliotheca Coisliniana, p. 460 
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Bibliotheca Coisliniana, p. 577 
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The edge of the window is most clearly visible in the image of p. 213.  
 

 
 

Bibliotheca Coisliniana, p. 213�³ showing visible gap between mount and text 
 

The simplest explanation would be that 
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61 errata are listed on p. [ii], of which five relate to leaves which are window-mounted. 
None of these errata is corrected in the mounted leaves, which must therefore have been printed 
before the errata list.  

Leaf 431*-432* is an indisputable cancellans and if the assumption that those index leaves 
which are marked with an asterisk both in the signature and the pagination are cancels is correct, 
why are the mounted leaves not similarly marked? 

Why would anyone put together such a poor quality copy: laid-down and damaged title 
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And on p. 577, nine lines up, capital Mu is corrected to capital Pi. 
 

 
 

Bibliotheca Coisliniana, p. 577�³ corrected capital 
 
�7�K�H�� �¶�T�X�R�G�·�� �L�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �G�H�O�H�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �1�H�Z�� �&�R�O�O�H�J�H�� �D�Q�G�� �0�D�G�U�L�G�� �F�R�S�L�H�V���� �W�K�H�� �*�U�H�H�N�� �D�F�Fent has been 
printed correctly in both; and the capital Mu is left uncorrected in both. This selectivity is as 
unexplained as the window-mounts.  
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