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New College Library Benefactors’ Book 1601-1610: An Edition 
 

College libraries acquired books in the medieval and early modern periods overwhelmingly 
by donation or bequest, not by purchase. We only enter a world in which colleges actively 
spent money on books later on in the period, from around 1700. If therefore we want to 
know what was being read, or what could be read, in the colleges in the centuries before 
that point, we must turn above all to the library benefaction registers that almost all colleges 
in Oxford and Cambridge maintained. These registers came into existence in the 
seventeenth century, following the creation of the first such register by Thomas Bodley, 
the refounder of the university library, which opened its renovated doors in 1602.1  

As a tool for eliciting further gifts Bodley’s registrum donationum was a success, and 
the colleges—it must be said without great urgency—followed Bodley’s example. All Souls 
had been planning a register from 1601-2, and was ready to display it by 1606; Christ 
Church followed in 1614; St John’s by 1615; New College in 1617; Trinity in c. 1626; 
Queen’s in 1629; Jesus in c. 1630; Oriel in c. 1636; and Magdalen in 1637, so 
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Format 
 
The double-columned manuscript (olim New College Archives 3582) is here transcribed 

http://estc.bl.uk/
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/alumni-oxon/1500-1714
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ANNO MDCII 
 
Custus Librariæ, 1601-1602 (Roll, NCA 7592) 
Term 1: to the joiner for taking asunder and setting up a map that Mr Holloway gave, 16d; to Marson for 
keeping the library, 2s 6d. 
Term 2: for keeping the library, 2s 6d. 
Term 3: for three chains, 18d; for keeping the library, 2s 6d. 
Term 4: for keeping the library, 2s 6d. 
Annual total: 12s 10d. 
 
Library Keeper: John Marson, as in the previous year. 

 
 

2 IOANNES BAYLY artium Mag:r et huius Coll: socius donauit 
 
Donor: JOHN BAYLY, from Dorset, matriculated 1579, aged 19; BA 26 April 1582, MA 14 January 1586; 
licensed to practise medicine 17 December 1596; will proved at Oxford 9 July 1602 (Foster; Griffiths). Bayly’s 
medical books reflect different approaches, as the English writer Bruele, a traditionalist, was hostile to 
Paracelsianism. The inscription recorded on all of the books above can also be seen on Philo Judæus, 
Lucubrationes omnes (Basel, 1554), BT3.13.11, which should therefore also probably be included among his 
donations. Note that the repeated inscription records only that Bayly received these books from a relative, 
William, and Foster lists several plausible Williams with the surname Bayly.    

 
Gualteri Brueli Praxin Medicinæ, cum Anatome Valverdæ. 

 
Bruele, Gualtherus. Praxis medicinæ. In Oxford libraries there are editions of Antwerp, 1579; 
Antwerp, 1581; Leiden, 1586; Leiden, 1589. The ‘Anatome Valverdæ’ is Juan de Valverde, Anatomia 
del corpo humano (Rome, 1560; 1586). 

 Missing; the form of the entry suggests the two works were bound together.    

 
Donati Antonij ab Alto Mari Opera. 
  

Altomari, Donatus Antonius ab. Omnia … opera. Lyon: Gulielmus Rouillius, 1565. 2o.  
BT3.237.13. No donation inscription, but there is the motto and ownership inscription ‘Vixi satis 
si Christe sat vixi tibi [JB monogram] ex dono Gulihel: Bailey consang.’ Original boards, rebacked; 
gold-stamped centrepiece. The tract ‘De mannæ … differentiis ac viribus’ (pp. 987-1014) is heavily 
annotated.  
SOLO: 4. The copy in Merton came from Roger Gifford (d. 1597); that in St John’s from William 
Paddy in 1602; and that in Jesus from Griffith Powell (d. 1620). 

 

Medicos antiquos omnes qui Latine diuersorum Morborum grã et Remedia persecuti sunt; 
vno vol: comprehens: 
  

Medici antiqui omnes. Venice: Aldus Manutius, 1547. 2o.  
BT1.11.10. No donation inscription, but there is the motto and ownership inscription ‘Vixi satis si 
Christe sat vixi tibi [JB monogram] ex dono Gulihel: Bailey consang.’ Later rebinding.  
SOLO: 6. The copy in Merton came from Nicholas Gibbard, MD and library benefactor, d. 1594 
(Foster); that in St John’s from William Paddy in 1602. 

 
Theophrasti Paracelsi Chirurgia Maior. Tomis. 2.  
Eiusdem Chirurgia minor. 

 
Theophrastus Paracelsus. 
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Donor: JAMES WRENCH, BA (Hart Hall) 1599, MA (Magdalen College) 1602 (Foster). For some verse by 
Wrench, see Academiæ Oxoniensis Pietas (Oxford, 1603), p. 177, and Oxoniensis Academiæ Funebre Officium 
(Oxford, 1603), pp. 94-5. It is not yet known why he would donate a book to New College. 

 
Gulielmi Wainfleti Παλιγγενεσίαν. 

 
Budden, John. Gulielmi Patteni, cui Waynfleti agnomen fuit, Wintoniensis ecclesiæ præsulis quondam pientissimi, 
Summi Angliæ Cancellarij, Collegijque Beatæ Mariæ Magdalenæ apud Oxonienses fundatoris celeberrimi, vita 
obitusque. Oxford: Joseph Barnes, 1602. 4o. 
Lost. The entry follows the running-title of the book. See Madan, Oxford Books, I,
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6 ERASMUS WILLIAMS Artium Mag:r et huius Coll: Socius donavit libros qui sequuntur 

 
Donor: ERASMUS WILLIAMS, MA 1578, rector of Tingewick, Bucks, 1589 (Foster). He assisted Richard 
Haydocke with the latter’s celebrated translation of Lomazzo. For Williams’s Pagninus below, see Poole, 
‘Early Oxford Hebraism’. Williams’s map of Brill, Oakley and Boarstall of 1591 is NCA 5671, on which see 
the study by Sarah Bendall, ‘Interpreting Maps of the Rural Landscape: An Example from Late Sixteenth-
Century Buckinghamshire’, Rural History 4 (1993), pp. 107-121. Bodleian, MS Rawlinson A 439 is Williams’s 
complete commentary on Revelation, written when he was rector of Tingewick. As the inscriptions recorded 
below show, the Pagninus was presented in 1591, and several more should have been entered under 1608, 
as part of Williams’s testamentary bequests of that year (PROB 11/111, fols. 328v-29r, delivered 28 March, 
proved 7 May): to New College he bequeathed ‘the harmonie of Thomas Aquinas vppon the fower 
Evanngelistes and the Actes of the Apostles. Item I giue vnto the same Colledge the notes of Arius 
Monta
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Clavius, Christophorus. 





Library Benefactors’ Book, 1601-1610 

 

New College Notes 9 (2018), no. 6 
ISSN 2517-6935 

16 

SOLO: 5. The St John’s copy was given by William Pavier in 1619; Wadham’s copy came from 
William Talcot in 1624 (Poole, Wadham College Books, p. 44). For further donations of Zabarella see 
under Bridges immediately below, and Thomas Hovell, 
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Westminster assembly of divines 1643, rector of Lambeth, Surrey; died 1648, buried in the church porch of 
St Peter in Dorchester (Foster). He was the founder of the Massachusetts Bay Company. Less likely the man 
of that name registered by Foster as BA, 1601. 

 
Joannis Calvini in Danielem Prælectiones 
 

Calvin, Johannes. Prælectiones Ioannis Caluini in librum prophetiarum Danielis. Lyon: Bartholomæus 
Vincentius, 1573. 2o.  
BT3.129.12. ‘
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asking for empty cider bottles back, annotations to the text, manuscript notes in the final endpapers 
on the contents, and notes in the same place on a 1605 eclipse (3 October).  

 SOLO: 6 (1609), of which the Bodleian holds 4. 

 
[p. 48] 

 
ANNO MDCX 

 
Custus Librariæ, 1609-10 (Roll, NCA 7606) 
Term 1: to Key the joiner for work in the library ‘about translating the mappes and tables’ and other jobs, 
22s 6d; for two dozen chains, 13s 8d; to ‘Galping’ for keeping the library, 2s 6d. 
Term 2: to Galping for keeping the library, 2s 6d. 
Term 3: ‘for a frame of a greate mapp in the library’, 12s; to Sellie for work, 23d; to Galping for keeping the 
library, 2s 6d. 
Term 4: to Sellie for chaining books and loopes, 2s 8d; and for a dozen chains, 5s 4d; to Galping for keeping 
the library, 2s 6d; for two dozen chains, 11s. 
Annual total: £3 19s 3d. 
 
Library Keeper: Henry Galpine of Dorset, matriculated Trinity College, 1607, aged 17, subsequently clerk 
of New College, BA 1611, MA 1613, rector of Huish Champflower, Somerset, 1637 (Foster). 
 

 
22 GEORGIVS HVSEY Art: Bacc: et huius Coll: socius Donauit 

 
Donor: GEORGE HUS(S)EY, of Dorset, armiger, matriculated 1603, BA 1607. We find him registering to use 
the Bodleian in 1610 (Clark, Register, vol. 2, part 1, p. 268). 

 
Historiæ Romanæ Scriptores latinos minores 
 
Historiæ Augustæ scriptores Latinos minores. 
 

Historiae Romanae scriptores Latini minores. 2 vols. Frankfurt: the heirs of Andreas Wechel, Claudius 
Marnius, and Joannes Aubrius, 1588. 2o. 
BT1.46.11-12. ‘Liber Collegij Beatæ Mariæ Wintoñ in Oxoñ ex dono D. Georgij Husey eiusdem 
Collegij nuper Socij. Anno Domini 1610.’ Parallel inscription in second volume. Both vols. reversed 
calf binding, with some printed waste from the chronicle of Foresti.  
SOLO: 5.  

 
Rerum Hispanicarum scriptores. 
 

Rerum Hispanicarum scriptores aliquot. Frankfurt: Andreas Wechel, 1579. 2o. 
BT1.92.11-12. ‘Liber Collegij beatæ Mariæ Wintoñ in Oxoñ ex dono D. Georgij Husey eiusdem 
Collegij nuper Socij. Ao Domini 1610.’ Rebacked, boards repaired, but with rolls forming frames 
and a centre rhomb. There is no evidence that the college’s second volume (BT1.92.12), bound in 
vellum, of this three-volume set, published 1679-81, comes from the same source, and the third 
volume is lacking entirely.  
SOLO: 8. The St John’s copy came from William Paddy. 

 
Rerum Britanicarum scriptores vetustiores. viz: 
 Galfridum Monumetensem. 
 Gildam Sapientem. 
 Gulielmum Neubricensem. 
 Joannem Froisardum. 
 Ponticum Virminium.   
 

Rerum Britannicarum, id est Angliae, Scotiae, vicinarumque insularum ac regionum. Heidelberg: Hieronymus 
Commelinus, 1587. 2o.  
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INDEX OF DONORS (1601-1610): 
(indexed by marginal entry numbers) 
 
Addams, Robert  25 
Banger, Bernard  1 
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