‘Hurried out of my life . . . my horses are at the door’:
Harry Peckham and the Stewardship of New College’s Estates During the 1770s

" HSHQGLQJ RQ RQHV SRLQW RI YLHZ WKH FRUHJH 6WHZDUG +DU\ 3HFNKDP 21787) was by
turns entertaining, indefatigable, opinionated and officious, but very good at his job. The son of
a Sussex clergyman, he had been educated at Winchester College before coming to New College,
and was a fellow (and occasionally boisterous drinking chum of Parson Woodforde) here from
1761 until his death, aged only 46, in 1787. During that time he was called to the Bar, became a
member of the Middle Temple, RQH RI IKH _1QJ-V &RPPLWLRQHW IRU %DQNUXSIV
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+DUU\ 3HFNKDP-V Stewardship

various rectors of college livings reveal that he had taken on not only the question of arrears of
payments due to the college from several of its church livings but had also found it necessary to
IIDNH WR IIDVN WKRVH EXUVDUW ZKRVH {/RQJ %RRNV- R1 1LQDQFLD0 DFFRXQHV (HIN PXFK IR EH GHVLUed, and
still provoke occasional exasperation in those who look at them today. At that date, college still
DGKHUHG IR IIKH )RXQGHU-V statute requiring three fellows to act as bursars each year and maintain
IKH DFFRXQIV D LR ZKLFK IIKH VDUGRQLF 0HWHH RI = ULIIH ZRRGIDQGV LQ UHIHUUHG iR DV fIKH
7ULQUN.

Despite the half-humorous approach reflected in his letters, Peckham was clearly running
short on patience with those fellows who bew
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